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PROGRAMME JUNE 2018 
 

 
 

THE HOLY APOSTLES PETER AND PAUL 
 

“Our Lord said of Himself: I am the Good Shepherd. To you the Chief 
Apostle Peter, He said: If you love Me, feed My sheep. And Peter said: 
Yes, Lord, You know that I love You. I am Jesus, He said to you, O Paul 

the Chief Apostle, and of you, our Lord said: This is My chosen 
instrument to carry My Name before the Gentiles. Jesus instructed those 

who were your fellow disciples as well as His apostles: As My Father sent 
Me, so have I sent you, go and make disciples of all nations. Since you 

have the same grace from your Master, as after our Lord the Great Pastor 
of all, shepherd us to salvation that we may call to you: Rejoice, Saints 

Peter and Paul together with all the holy apostles.” (Kontakion 1) 
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SAINTS PETER AND PAUL 
 

 

Unlearned and learned, but equal in spirit, 

And as strong as angels in the love of God, 

Peter a simple man, Paul educated, 

Both were illumined by the grace of the Spirit. 

Two flaming candles, unquenchable candles, 

Towering and beautiful, two brilliant starts. 

They traversed the earth and spread the light. 

Nothing did they take, but to men they gave all; 

They were utterly poor, but enriched the world; 

They were prisoners and servants, but conquered the whole world. 

With the teaching of Christ they enriched the world; 

With new weapons they conquered the whole world: 

With humility and peace and blessed meekness, 

With prayer and fasting and powerful mercy. 

When their stormy day passed into stormy night, 

Bloodthirsty Nero cut short their lives. 

But when Nero, the ruler of the world, issued a command, 

Giving Peter and Paul over to suffering, 

The world was theirs and no longer Nero’s; 

By death the apostles gained the Kingdom. 

By St. Nikolai Velimirovic 



JUNE 12 
 
† Our Holy Fathers Onuphrios the Great and Peter of Mount 
Athos 
They lived in different times and places, but are commemorated 
together. 
  Saint Onuphrios the Great (400). 
"This holy ascetic had been living a whole 
sixty years in the desert when the monk 
Paphnutius visited him. His hair and beard 
reached down to the ground, and long hair, 
as white as snow, had grown all overy his 
body during his years of nakedness. His 
appearance was cadaverous, unearthly and 
awe-inspiring. Seeing Paphnutius, he 
called him by name and then recounted to 
him his life in the desert. His guardian 
angel had appeared to him and taken him 
to that place. He had for a long time only 
eaten earth, which was hard to find in the 
desert, and, after that, when he had 
survived an intensive struggle with diabolical temptations and when his 
heart had become utterly established in love for God, an angel had 
brought him bread to eat. And besides that, through God's gracious 
providence, a palm tree grew up at one side of his cell, that gave good 
dates, and a spring of water began to flow there. 'But especially,' said 
Onuphrios, 'my food and drink are the sweet words of God.' To 
Paphnutius' question about his receiving of Communion, the hermit 
answered that the angel of God brought him Communion every 
Saturday. On the next day, the old man told Paphnutius that it was the 
day of his departure from this world; then he knelt down, prayed to God 
and gave his spirit into God's hands. Then Paphnutius saw a heavenly 
light that illumined the body of the departed saint, and heard a choir of 
angelic hosts. He buried Onuphrios' body with honour and returned to 
his own monastery, there as a living witness to narrate to the brethren, 
for their edification, the wonderful life of the man of God and the 
greatness of God's providence towards those who give themselves wholly 
to His service." (Prologue) 
  The Great Horologion adds that Paphnutius intended to stay in the 
place where Onuphrios died, but soon the palm tree withered and the 
spring dried up, which Paphnutius took as a sign that he was meant to 
leave that place and return to live with the brethren. 
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Saint Peter of Mt Athos (734). He was born to a noble family in 
Constantinople and became a soldier. He was taken captive by the 
Saracens and thrown into prison in chains, in Samarra of Syria. He spent 
his long imprisonment praying to God to free him and send him to some 
deserted place where he could devote the rest of his life to ascesis and 
prayer. One day St Nicholas appeared to him along with St Simeon the 

God-receiver; when they touched his chains 
they melted like wax, and Peter instantly 
found himself outside Samarra. He set out 
for Rome, where he was tonsured as a 
monk by the Pope, then set out by ship to 
return home. During the voyage, the 
Mother of God appeared to him along with 
St Nicholas, and Peter heard her tell St 
Nicholas that she had set Mt Athos apart 
for Peter to live in solitude. Peter had never 
heard of Mt Athos, but disembarked there 
and settled in a cave. There he spent fifty-
three years in complete solitude, praying 
and struggling with the harshness of the 
elements and the attacks of demonic 

powers. After he had withstood fierce temptations for awhile, an angel of 
God began to bring him bread every forty days. Like St Onuphrios, his 
humble life might have passed completely unrecorded; but by God's 
providence, one year before the Saint's death a deer-hunter found him 
and heard the tale of Peter's life, which he recorded. Saint Peter reposed 
in peace; his relics were taken to Macedonia.  

 

JUNE 13 
 
Holy Martyr Aquilina of Byblos (293)  
She was born of Christian parents, and by 
the age of seven was already living as a true 
Christian. She boldly preached Christ to the 
maidens with whom she played, and for this 
was brought before the governor during the 
persecutions of Diocletian. Despite her 
young age she would not deny Christ to save 
her life. After horrible tortures, she was left 
for dead and thrown on a dungheap. But 
that night an angel appeared to her saying 
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'Arise and be healed!' Aquilina arose fully restored and praising God; but 
she begged not to be denied a martyr's death. She heard a voice from 
heaven saying 'Go, and it shall be to thee as thou desirest.' She returned to 
the city and to the governor's palace by night, doors opening miraculously 
before her, and stood before the governor's own bed. Needless to say, the 
governor was seized with terror upon waking to see the maiden he had 
thought dead. The next morning, she was beheaded. Her relics healed 
many of the sick. At the time of her repose, she was only ten or twelve 
years old.  
 
JUNE 21 

 
† Martyr Julian of Tarsus in Cilicia 
(305) 
"Of a noble senatorial family, he lived in 
Tarsus in Cilicia and suffered in the reign of 
Diocletian. Although only eighteen years 
old when he was taken for trial for the 
Faith, St Julian was already both educated 
and resolute in Christian faith and 
devotion. The imperial governor took him 
from city to city for a whole year, torturing 
him all the while and attempting to 
persuade him to renounce Christ. Julian's 
mother followed her son at a distance. 
When the governor seized her and sent her 
to urge her son to renounce Christ, she 

spent three days in the prison with him, giving him precisely the opposite 
advice, teaching him and giving him the strength not to lose heart but to 
go to his death with courage and gratitude to God. His torturers then 
sewed Julian into a sack of sand with scorpions and snakes and threw him 
into the sea, and his mother also died under torture. The waves carried his 
body onto the shore, and the faithful took it to Alexandria, where they 
buried it in 290. His relics were later taken to Antioch. St John 
Chrysostom himself gave an eulogy for the holy martyr Julian: 'A holy 
voice comes forth from the lips of the martyr, and with this voice is 
poured out a light brighter than the rays of the sun.' He said further: 'Take 
whomsoever you will, be he a madman or one possessed, and lead him to 
the grave of this saint, to the martyr's relics, and you will see the demon 
immediately jump out and flee as from blazing fire.' It is evident from this 
speech that many wonders must have been wrought at St Julian's grave." 
(Prologue)  
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JUNE 22 
 

St Alban, First Martyr of Great Britain (early 3rd c.)  
He was a soldier in the Roman army and, according to the venerable 
Bede, was brought to faith in Christ by a fugitive priest to whom he gave 
shelter. The saint exchanged clothes with the priest, allowing him to 
escape and ensuring his own martyrdom. Some writers, including St 
Bede, place his martyrdom during the reign of Diocletian (286-303). 
  Saint Alban's tomb was venerated as early as 429 by St Germanus of 
Auxerre. The town of Verulamium is either his home town or the place of 
his martyrdom; near it a monastery was founded, around which grew the 
English town of St Albans.  
 

JUNE 25 
 
† Virgin-Martyr Febronia of Nisibis 
(310) 
Though the daughter of a Roman senator 
and a great beauty, she fled the world and 
entered a monastery in Mesopotamia. (So 
great was her beauty that the abbess had 
her stand behind a screen while reading to 
her monastic sisters.) At that time the 
Emperor Diocletian sent a certain Selenus, 
along with his nephew Lysimachus, on a 
mission to find and destroy Christians in 
the East. Though Selenus was a fierce 
persecutor of the Christians, Lysimachus 
felt sympathy for them and secretly 
protected them whenever he could. 
Selenus and his party came to Nisibis, 

where Febronia's virtue and holiness had already become well-known, 
though she was still only twenty years old. Selenus summoned her and 
made every effort to convince her to renounce her faith. When she stood 
firm, she was first viciously dismembered then beheaded. Lysimachus 
gathered her relics and took them to the monastery for burial. At the 
monastery he, together with many soldiers, were baptized. The holy 
Febronia's relics worked many healings, and she herself appeared to the 
other nuns on the anniversary of her repose, standing in her usual place 
among her sisters. Her relics were translated to Constantinople in 363.  
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COLOURING CORNER 
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PROGRAMME JUNE 2018 

 

 

 

SUNDAY 3 June:  SUNDAY OF ALL SAINTS, Matins and Divine Liturgy, 7.30-  

    11.00am  

SUNDAY 10 June:  2ND SUNDAY OF MATTHEW, Matins and Divine Liturgy,   

    7.30-11.00am 

MONDAY 11 June: Saint Bartholomew and Barnabas the Holy Apostles, Saint 

Luke of Simferopol, Synaxis of the Panagia Axion Estin, 

Matins and Divine Liturgy, 7.30-10.00am 

SUNDAY 17 June:  3RD SUNDAY OF MATTHEW, Matins and Divine Liturgy,   

    7.30-11.00am 

SUNDAY 24 June:   NATIVITY OF THE FORERUNNER JOHN THE BAPTIST,  

    Matins and Divine Liturgy, 7.30-11.00am 

FRIDAY 29 June:  PETER AND PAUL THE HOLY APOSTLES, Matins and Divine 

Liturgy, 7.30-10.00am 

SATURDAY 30 June:  THE HOLY APOSTLES, Matins and Divine Liturgy, 7.30-  

    9.30am  

 

Every Thursday Evening the program is as follows:  
6pm: The St Ignatius children’s group and choir (primary school age and up) 
7pm: Paraklesis service to the Theotokos (in English)- OR ENGLISH DIVINE LITURGY 

at 7.30 once a month 
7.45: Bible study group (for all ages), led by Fr Demosthenes 

 

“TAKE COURAGE, TOIL AND 

STRIVE ZEALOUSLY, FOR 

NOTHING WILL BE LOST. EVERY 

PRAYER YOU MAKE, EVERY 

PSALM YOU SING, IS RECORDED.” 

(St Cyril of Jerusalem) 


