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“I am the Resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.” (John 11: 25)
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“I am the light of the world. He who follows Me will not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” (John 8: 12)

T

Gospel Reading

he book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of
David, the Son of Abraham: Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac
begot Jacob and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers.
Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot
Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. Ram begot Amminadah, Amminadah begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot
Salmon. Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot
Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesses, and Jesses begot
David the king. David the king begot Solomon by her
who had been the wife of Uriah. Solomon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, and Abijah begot Asa.
Asa begot Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat begot Joram, and
Joram begot Uzziah. Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, and Ahaz begot Hezekiah. Hezekiah begot
Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon, and Amon begot
Josiah. Josiah begot Jeconiah and his brothers about the
time they were carried away to Babylon. And after they
were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and
Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel begot Abiud,
Abiud begot Eliakim, and Eliakim begot Azor. Azor begot
Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, and Achim begot Eliud. Eliud
begot Eleazor, Eleazor begot Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob. And Jacob begot Joseph the husband of
Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ. So
all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen
generations, from David until the captivity in Babylon are
fourteen generations, and from the captivity in Babylon
until the Christ are fourteen generations. Now the birth of
Jesus Christ was as follows:After His mother Mary was
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was
found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a
public example, was minded to put her away secretly.
But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you
Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the
Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall
call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from
their sins.” So all this was done that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a
Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is
translated, “God with us.” Then Joseph, being aroused
from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him
and took to him his wife, and did not know her till she had
brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name
JESUS. (Matthew 1:1-25)
Today’s Gospel is the genealogy of Christ. For those
who know Old Testament history, there are a few names
that stand out in the list. For example: “Judah begot
Perez and Zerah by Tamar.” Tamar was Judah’s daughter-in-law. Her first two husbands, Judah’s sons Er and
Onan, died, and Judah refused to give her to his third
son Shelah, as it was his duty to do. Then Tamar disguised herself as a harlot, deceived her father-in-law,
and bore his child. It’s a very unsightly passage. Yet Jesus comes from the line of Judah and Tamar.
A little later comes Rahab. Rahab was a harlot, a
sinful woman, and she was not even an Israelite; she
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was a Canaanite. Our Lord has among his ancestors
Rahab the harlot, the Gentile. Then a little later comes
Ruth. Ruth was a virtuous woman, but she also was not
an Israelite, but a Gentile.
Our Lord includes in His line an incestuous relationship (and the son born out of it) and a harlot. Then we
find that of all the many sons of David, our Lord came
from the line of Solomon, the son of Bathsheba. Bathsheba was the wife of Uriah, whom David had killed because Bathsheba was pregnant with David’s child. It’s
very striking that in our Lord’s line would be these prominent examples of sinfulness and depravity.
It is all more striking when we think about His Mother
Mary, and her purity. We call her the Panagia, which
means the All-holy One. The most pure Virgin Mary was
chosen of God to be His Mother. We are told in our tradition that our Lord had to wait until there was a pure and
holy one—He could not be born of just anyone, because
the fire of His divinity would consume anyone who was
filled with wickedness. Our Lord had to wait for this chosen Virgin, this holy, pure, and immaculate Virgin, who
committed no actual sin, who was sheltered in the Temple and kept from the devices of the evil one and the
temptations of the world. He could not be born of a sinful
woman; He could only be born from a pure and holy
Mother.
On the one hand we have the paragon of virtue, the
height of innocence and virginity, and at the same time
we have wickedness and depravity in His ancestry. What
is it that the Gospel writer wants to teach us by this juxtaposition of holy and sinful people in the line of our Lord
God and Saviour Jesus Christ?
There are two lessons presented here. The first is
that our Lord came to save those who are sinners. The
wonderful announcement that is found right in the beginning of St Matthew’s Gospel is that our Lord did not come
only for the righteous. In fact, He Himself said over and
over again, “I have not come to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance.” Over and over again He said, “I
am not come for the healthy, but that I might bring healing to those who are sick, and those who are struggling
and suffering with the illness of sin and depravity” (Matt.
9:13; Mark 2:17; Luke 5:32).
So we are reminded by His genealogy that the sins
of our past do not keep God from saving us. No matter
what we have done, God’s love is greater than our sin.
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Where sin abounded, grace
abounded much more” (Romans 5:20). Our Lord came
not to dwell with the righteous, or the rich, or those who
were acceptable in society. As the Pharisees said with
horror: “He lives with publicans and sinners, He is a
friend of harlots and tax collectors” Luke 5:30;7:34).
Our Lord came to save those who were lost in sin, to
heal those who were made sick by sin. Whatever sin we
may carry in our past is not greater than the love of God.
It does not keep God from accepting us and using us.
Think about it: a harlot, one who had lived in sin, became
an ancestress of God in the flesh. There is no sin that is
greater than the love of God.
This Christmas as we celebrate the Incarnation of
Christ, we are made joyful by the reality that He came to
(Continued on page 3)
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live with people like you and me. All of us have skeletons
in our closets. We hide those things, and then we mention them in our confession and hang our heads. We are
so thankful that the priest is under an obligation never to
share those things with anyone, because it would be awful, we think if others knew.
Yet this Christmas we are reminded that God knows
everything, and yet God does not recoil from us. God
does not step back from us and say, “Oh, such awful
people!” In knowing everything, God reaches
out His arms to us and embraces us with His
love. St Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews says that
God is not ashamed to call us His brothers and
sisters (Heb. 2:11). He’s not ashamed to count
us who have committed great sins as belonging to Him. He does not reject us, but accepts
us, reaches out to us, and embraces us in His
love.
So we are reminded first, as we come to
celebrate this Feast of the Nativity, that there is
no sin that is greater than God’s love, and that
God longs to gather us all. God will never push
us away. But as we stop and think not only
about the genealogy, which is filled with these
terrible sinners, but also about the most pure
Virgin, we are reminded of another truth. While
God loves all of us in our sin and does not reject us because of our sin, we have to choose
between sin and God. We cannot cling to sin in
our hearts and expect the Lord Jesus to make
His home in our hearts at the same time.
All the sinners found in the genealogy are
characterised not only by their sin. They are
also characterised by their repentance. Rahab,
it is true, was a harlot. But she showed great faith in accepting the Israelite spies, and she risked her life to save
the spies who had been sent. Her faith and her repentance brought her into the family of God.
Ruth grew up as a pagan. But she said to Naomi, her
mother-in-law, “Your people shall be my people, and your
God, my God. Where you die, I will die, and there will I be
buried” (Ruth 1:16), 17). Unlike the other daughter-in-law
of Naomi, who turned and went back to Moab, Ruth
turned her back on Moab and her pagan life. In repentance she journeyed to the land of Israel, and she lived a
repentant and holy life.
Consider David of Bathsheba. Yes, there was great
sin—adultery and murder. But there was also great repentance. David, we know penned Psalm 50: “Have
mercy on me, O God, according to Your great goodness.
According to the multitude of Your tender compassions
blot out my iniquities, for I acknowledge my transgressions and my sin is ever before me. Against You and You
only have I sinned and done that which is evil in Your
sight.”
So this Nativity, as we prepare to celebrate the birth
of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ, we must realise that in order for Christ to make His home in our
hearts, it is necessary for us to
turn our backs on sin. Our sin
cannot keep God from us,
unless we hold onto our sin and
cherish it. St John says: “If we
say that we have no sin, we
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deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” But he
goes on to say that if we confess our sins, God is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness (1 John 1:8,9)
All of us have sinned; we will never be like the
Mother of God, pure and immaculate and without stain.
But we can be like the harlot who recognised her sin and
hated it, who came to Jesus and fell at His feet, washed
His feet with her tears, and dried them with her hair. As
we come to celebrate the Feast of Our Lord’s Nativity, let
us bring to the Lord our repentance. Let us make a clean
break with sin. Let us turn our
backs on anything that would drive
Christ from us, and in humility and
repentance let us invite Christ to
come and be born in our hearts.
The ancient tradition was to put a
candle in your window on the Eve
of Nativity. In the ancient world, if
there was room for travellers, you
put a candle in the window. If
there was no room for travellers,
you blew the candle out. There
was no Motel 6 or Super 8 in
those days—travellers stayed in
people’s homes. So as you were
travelling and you came into a
town, you would look for a candle
in the window, and you would
know that you could go to that
home and find lodging. The Christians throughout the ages, on the
Eve of the Feast of Nativity, would
put candles in their windows, as a
sign that their homes and their
hearts were open to the Christ Child, and that they desired Him to be born within them on that Christmas morn.
Beloved, let us put candles in the windows of our
hearts. Let us clean our hearts and drive out all the dirtiness and uncleanliness of sin, so that when Jesus
comes, He will be born in us anew. That’s the wonderful
thing about the Feast of Nativity—it’s fresh and new
every year.
Like the Mother of God, we cherish these things in
our hearts. Each Nativity we cherish the newborn Christ,
and we ask Him to be born within us. We ask Him to
complete the work of repentance in us, because we cannot wholly repent. We try, but we can’t. We scrub and we
scrub, and when we get done there’s still sin sticking to
the walls. This Christmas we ask that Christ would come
and finish the work which we have begun, that He would
cleanse our hearts of all impurity, and that He would do
the impossible—that He would take sinners like you and
me and make us pure as His Holy Mother.
St Simeon the New Theologian says that we should
not think that the Mother of God is the only one who can
give birth to Christ. He says in a mystical way, each
Christian is called to be a Theotokos, a Godbearer. Each Christian is called to receive
God and to give birth to God in the world.
(Journey to the Kingdom: Reflections on the Sunday Gospels by Fr John Mack, Conciliar Press,
California 2001)
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Starting Here and Now
If you wish to save your soul and win eternal life, arise
from your lethargy, make the sign of the cross and say: In
the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
Faith comes not through pondering but through action.
Not words and speculation but experience teaches us what
God is. To let in fresh air we have to open a window; to get
tanned we must go out into the sunshine. Achieving faith is
no different; we never reach a goal by just sitting in comfort
and waiting, say the holy Fathers. Let the Prodigal Son be
our example. He arose and came.
However weighed down and entangled in earthly fetters you might be, it
can never be too late. Not without reason is it written that Abraham was seventy-five when he set forth, and the labourer who comes in the eleventh hour
gets the same wages as the one who
comes in first.
No, this moment, the instant you
make your resolution, you will show by
your action that you have taken leave of
your old self and have now begun a new
life, and with a new destination and a
new way of living. Arise, therefore, without fear and say: Lord, let me begin now.
Help me! For what we need above all is
God’s help. (Tito Colliander)

God’s Written Assurance
It often happens that Satan will insidiously commune with you in your heart and say: “Think of
the evil you have done; your soul is full of lawlessness, you
are weighed down by many grievous sins.” Do not let him
deceive you when he does this and do not be led to despair
on the pretext that you are being humble. After gaining admission through the fall, evil has the power to commune at
all times with the soul, as man to man, and so to suggest
sinful actions to it. You should answer it: “I have God’s written assurance, for He says, ’I desire not the death of the
sinner, but that he should return through repentance and
live’” (Ezekiel 33:11). What was the purpose of His descent
to earth except to save sinners, to bring light to those in
darkness and life to the dead? (Macarian Homilies)

The Signs of Stillness
The following are the signs, the stages, and the proofs
of practicing stillness in the right way: a calm mind, a purified disposition, rapture in the Lord,
the remembrance of everlasting torments, the imminence of death, an
insatiable urge for prayer, constant
watchfulness, the death of lust, no
sense of attachment , death of worldliness, an end to gluttony, a foundation
for divine contemplation, a well of discernment, a truce accompanied by
tears, an end to talkativeness, and
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many other such things alien to most people.
The following are signs of stillness practiced wrongly —
poverty of spiritual treasures, anger on the increase, a
growth of resentment, love diminished, a surge of vanity.
And I will say nothing about all that follows from these. (St
John Climacus)

God is the Life of All
God is the life of all free beings. He is the salvation of
all, of believers and unbelievers, of the just and the unjust, of
the pious or the impious, of those freed from the passions or
caught up in them, of monks and those living in the world, of
the educated or the illiterate, of the
healthy or the sick, of the young or
the very old. He is like the outpouring
of light, the glimpse of the sun, or the
changes of the weather, which are
the same for everyone without exception. (St John Climacus)

Compassionate Heart
An elder was once asked, “What is a
compassionate heart?” He replied:
“It is a heart on fire for the whole of
creation, for humanity, for the birds,
for the animals, for demons and for
all that exists. At the recollection and
at the sight of them such a person’s
eyes overflow with tears owing to the
vehemence of the compassion which
grips his heart; as a result of his
deep mercy his heart shrinks and
cannot bear to hear or look upon any injury or the slightest
suffering of anything in creation. This is why he constantly
offers up prayer full of tears, even for the irrational animals
and for the enemies of truth, even for those who harm him,
so that they may be protected and find mercy. He even
prays for the reptiles as a result of the great compassion
which is poured out beyond measure—after the likeness of
God—in his heart.” (St Isaac the Syrian)

Prayer in Church
Both public and private prayer are necessary in order
that we may lead a truly Christ-like life, and that the life of
the spirit should not become extinct in us. It is indispensable
that we should attend divine services in church with faith,
zeal and understanding, just as it is indispensable to provide
a lamp with fuel or power if it is to burn and not go out.
During divine service be trustful, as a child trusts his
parents. Be simple, trustful, undoubting, as a child, in godly
matters. Cast all your care upon the Lord, and be entirely
free from sorrow: Take no thought how or what ye shall
speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour when you
shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your
Father, which speaketh in you. Long ago the Lord freed us
from his care, having by His Spirit taught the Church what to
say, how to pray at divine service. (St John of Kronstadt)
(Source: Daily Readings in Orthodox Spirituality
by Peter Bouteneff, Templegate Publishers, 1996)
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You are a Christian, and a conscious member of the
Church. At times you go to the soul-saving sacrament of confession. Have you examined your confession to see if it is correct? Have you stopped to think that instead of pleasing God
with your confession, you may be angering Him instead? Instead of receiving forgiveness, you may be accumulating more
sins. Let us examine this.
“SET FORTH YOUR CASE” (Is. 43:26)
God, demands that when you confess, you must tell your
sins of your own will—not to be judged but to be justified and
to be forgiven, ”that you may be Justified” (Is. 43:26). If you
want to be forgiven, don’t wait for the priest to play the role of
inquisitor or district attorney.
A devout Christian first judges himself. “Is it possible for a
devout Christian to judge others?” asks St John Chrysostom.
“If so, is this person faithful? Certainly not! (The Purpose of
Unclear Prophecy, Homily B). In other words, the characteristic of a faithful person is self-conviction, especially during confession. This means that if you are truly pious, you only mention your own sins
when you go to
confession.
Unfortunately,
there are Christians who tell everything except their
own sins. This is
an indication of a
lack of piety.
“Father,
we
want to come to
you for confession”, said a group
of people to a priest.
“Come, and bring your sins with you…”
“NEVER MAKE EXCUSES”
“Do not incline my heart…” (Ps. 141:4). David tells the
Lord not to allow his heart to accept any thinking that will
“justify” his sins. St John Chrysostom writes:
”Shameless excuses are a product of unremorseful sinners. Murderers put the blame on anger, thieves on poverty,
and adulterers on their passion. However, all of these are absurd excuses because there are poor people who don’t steal;
there are people with strong passions who don’t commit adultery, etc. Neither poverty, nor passion, nor anger push people
to sin, but their will and disposition alone.”
”David saw the wife of Uriah naked. David was tempted.
When he repented, he clearly confesses his sin. ‘I have sinned
against God’ (2 Samuel, 12:13).”
”David could have said, ‘I have sinned because I saw the
woman naked before me.’ He knew this was an absurd excuse,
which is why he condemned himself, and received forgiveness
from the Lord. And you, my beloved, say to the Lord, ’I have
sinned’ (On Psalm 140).”
St Kosmas the Aetolian also teaches: “When your spiritual
father asks you why you commit such sins, do not place the
blame on others, or
say that others influenced you, or that the
devil pushed you, but
put the blame on yourself and say that your
evil mind is responsible” Teaching A2).
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“DISREGARDING SIN”
Confession is a spiritual check-up for
Christians. All aspects of one’s spiritual life
are examined.
The majority, though, limit their confession to some standard statements: “I didn’t
steal, blaspheme, kill, etc.” They disregard
many serious sins:
“Honour your father and mother,” says
the fourth commandment (Ex. 20:12). Do you provide for
your ageing parents? If you are indifferent, you are worse
than the unfaithful (1 Tim. 5:8).
Do you mention this at confession? If not, how do you
dare to take Communion?
You are a parent with small children. Do you advise
them? Do you educate them? Do you put a leash on their
passions? Do you protect them from television, rock and pop
music, and from “innocent” children’s parties, etc.? If not,
you are destroying their souls! Do you confess this Crime?
The stairs that led to the sanctuary in the Jewish temple
were constructed so that, while ascending them, the legs of
the
priests
would not be
exposed
(Ex.
20:26). This was
punishable
by
death. If you
enter a church
inappropriately
dressed, you are
committing
a
sin. Do you confess this?
If,
during
church services,
you do not stand with piety, if you talk to your neighbour, you
are committing a sin. “You are lighting a fire and scorching
yourselves,” says St Kosmas the Aetolian (Teaching B).
If you fall into conversation during a service, do you
confess this?
Do you attend church every Sunday? If not, what kind of
Christian are you? Do you confess this?
“WHEN YOU DON’T DO WHAT IS RIGHT”
The Lord is not satisfied with abstinence from sin alone
but wants us to do good deeds also. “Depart from evil and
do good” (Ps. 34:14). Not performing good deeds puts you
at odds with God’s will and therefore, you are sinning
through negligence (Jas 4:17).
Now then, what good deeds do you do? Are you charitable? Are you always just? Do you help the poor and the
sick? If not, you are sinning. Do you confess this?
“Lord, you can see that my hands are clean of sin,” said
a soul to the Lord.
“Clean but empty,” replied the Lord.
Your confession is over. Until now, your spiritual father
has been listening to you.
It is now your turn to carefully listen to him, to hear his
advice and to his admonition. Do you?
Unfortunately, there are Christians who do all of the
talking, but they don’t have the humility to listen to the
priest’s advice.
(Source: The Spiritual Father—by Archim. Vassilios
Bakogiannis,Orthodox Book Centre, 2005)
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A Proper Confession
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ASTROLOGY

This can be divided into two categories: a) The Zodiac:
this has to do with the month in which we are born and b)
Horoscopes: these are our everyday almanacs that depend
on the position of the stars.
The Zodiac
Description: There are twelve signs (one for each month).
They are called Libra, Scorpio, Aries and so on. People who
concern themselves with these believe that: depending on the
month in which you were born, you will belong to a certain
zodiac sign. And depending on the sign you belong to, you’ll
have the particular character that goes with it. In other words,
what you are doesn’t depend on you but on your zodiac sign.
The influence of each sign begins on the 21st of each
month and runs through to the 20th of the following month.
Scorpio, for example, belongs to November. Its “reign” begins
on October 21st and ends on November 20th. So if you were
born during that period (even at one minute past twelve on
the morning of October 21st), then you’ll have the character
associated with Scorpio, the main feature of which is treachery!
Naturally, it’s hardly your fault that you’re like this. You’re
the victim! Your sign is to blame, the moment of your birth. If
only your mother had gone into labour a bit earlier and you
would have been born at one minute before 12 on October
20th, and you would have been a Libra. Then you would have
been different as a person and had a different character. You
would have been straightforward and kind, all because of
your good zodiac sign.
If a friend of yours has the same sign, then he or she will
have the same character as you. If there are any differences,
they will be due to the fact that you were born on different
days and different times (horoscope comes from the Greek
and means “to look at the hour”).

Questions: What about twins, who have the same zodiac
sign and the same horoscope but are nonetheless different?
One might be patient, the other rash; one might be devious,
the other straightforward, and so on. What does that make of
the claims of the zodiac and the horoscope?
On the other hand, some people have quite different
zodiac signs, yet display very similar characteristics. How
can that be explained in terms of the zodiac?
Let’s say there are identical twins with the same zodiac
sign and the same horoscope and the same characters. The
one is just as grasping and impious as the other. Then one
of them “sees the light” and becomes a generous, believing
Christian, even a monk or nun. Yet the other one remains
just as he or she always was. How can that be explained?
If, for example, you’re a Scorpio and you want to rid
yourself of the supposed treachery associated with this sign,
do people really believe that the zodiac sign itself could prevent you from doing so?

In brief: Our personality is not formed by outside agencies,
but internal factors such as our way of thinking and our will
power. Woe betide us if we were controlled robots dependent on inanimate objects (zodiac signs and horoscopes)!

Horoscopes
Those who deal in astrology believe that your horoscope
determines the everyday events in your life, and even your
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future! In other words, that whatever might happen to you in
the course of your life is written in your horoscope. So
there’s no point in worrying about or striving for a better
future. Astrologers who delve into your horoscope can tell
you your fortune. There was one in Greece who used to
advertise: “Through your horoscope, I can foretell the
course of your life.” Hogwash!
Now be careful. Would you, a logical, reasonable person, entrust your future to an inanimate thing like a horoscope, and NOT to God’s Providence? If the horoscope
brings you something bad, you wouldn't quibble and you
wouldn’t reject it. But if God brings you something “bad”,
you grumble and complain. You might even reject God! But
not your horoscope…
How about that for a shining example of faith! How
about that for an admirable example of rationality!
It’s people who are neither faith-filled nor rational like
that who believe in horoscopes.

Is It Possible?: Stars are inanimate. And that’s not all.
They’re millions of light years away. If they had eyes, they
would see the enormous earth as a tiny speck, if at all.
Imagine how they would see you, who live on this tiny
speck. They would see you as minute: Are we really being
asked to believe that INANIMATE, dead stars could be
bothered with the future of something so minute?
Furthermore, here’s practical proof:
At the end of 1987, astrologers told the “fortunes” of
some prominent people for 1988.
For the then all-powered Mikhail Gorbachov they said: “in
1998, he will divorce his wife, Raisa.” Well, it didn’t happen.
They were still a devoted couple when Mrs Gorbachov
passed away in 1999.
For Christina Onassis they foretold: “In 1988, she’ll remarry.” In 1988, Christina Onassis died!
Girolamo Cardano (1501–1576) was an eminent mathematician, physician and please note, an astrologer. He cast
horoscopes for many famous people and then for himself.
Having predicted that he would live 75 years, and being still
in robust health when the time came, he saved his reputation by the simple expedient of committing suicide!
Although it was common in Cardano’s time for scientists to believe in astrology, it is not so today. One hundred
ninety-two leading scientists from all over the world, including nineteen who have been awarded Nobel Prizes have
come out against astrology, describing it as “mythology.”
Yet some poor souls still think it’s “wisdom.”

FORTUNE-TELLERS & SEERS

The “Seers”

Mediums and people who tell the future from cards,
tea-leaves or coffee-grounds all declare that they have the
“gift” of tracing a certain person, or that a particular family
has been cursed and they can find out who cursed them.
In truth, though, aren’t they really just making fools of
ordinary people?
The late Archimandrite Haralambos Vasilopoulos was
confessor to a great many such tricksters who had repented,
and he asked them:
“Why did you get involved in the devil’s work?”
(Continued on page 7)
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“For the money”, they replied.
“When your clients asked you something, what did you tell
them?”

“We just made monkeys out of them.”
They confessed, in all sincerity, that they had deceived people. “Behind mediums (and so on) you will find deceit and greed,”
as the late priest notes from his experience as a confessor.
These dabblers in the occult also proclaim that they can
find a certain person or object for you. Really?! Since they
are so clever at finding people, why don’t they use their powers to help the police locate people who are a menace to
society? There are plenty of rewards for finding people who
are on the run. This could be a very lucrative business for
them!
No doubt they would like to, but they can’t. All they can
do is make people look like fools.
In 1969 there was a man in Athens who was smitten in
love for a married woman. He was absolutely set on marrying her, but she wouldn’t hear of it. One day he tricked her
into getting into his car. He took her up onto Mount Parnassos. No doubt, he tried everything he could think of to get her
to change her mind, but it appears she remained adamant.
The upshot was that at some point he wrenched the steering-wheel over and drove off a cliff, sending them to their
deaths on the rocks in a ravine 700 metres below.
At home, the family awaited the woman’s return. One
day went by, then another. There was no sign of her.
Her mother had recourse to a medium. She paid handsomely. All she wanted was to find out where her daughter
was. The answer was: “Your daughter’s alive and well. At
this very moment she’s walking along a street near Piraeus.”
When you visit these “seers”, it costs you. They make a fool
out of you and, on top of that, you pay them. You give them
a lot of money and it doesn’t seem unreasonable. You think
nothing of it. But if a priest comes and reads a service for
you, you give him “something” tiny and then never stop complaining about having to pay him.

“Fortune-Tellers”
People who read tea leaves, coffee-grounds or cards
and so on, say that they can tell your future.
As if it were possible that your secrets and your future
could be contained in a cup or a pack of cards (a pack of
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lies, more like it)!
They can’t even find out what’s happened in the past,
so how on earth are they supposed to tell the future?
Remember: if you visit them you pay. So they want
money. What for? Why don’t they use
their powers to “foretell” the winning
number in a lottery, or to bet on the surprise outcome of a football game or
horse race? If they did that, they wouldn’t
need to ask for money from their clients.
They’d love to, of course, but
they can’t. All they can do is to be on the
watch for simpletons.
St John Chrysostom says to
those who believe in such nonsense:
”Bring me one of these fortune-tellers
and have him tell me what’s going to
happen tomorrow.
What Happened to One Medium: As Fr
Haralambos said above, “Behind mediums (and so on) you’ll find first deceit
and greed”. That’s the first point. But
there are other points as well.
Victor H. Ernest, a well known
former medium, at a spiritual séance
asked a wicked spirit whether it believed
that Christ was the Son of God; that He
was the Saviour of the World; that He had died on the
Cross; and that He shed His blood for our sins. All at once,
one of the other mediums, who was in a deep trance,
sprang up from his chair. But that wasn’t all. He then collapsed in a heap on the floor groaning loudly as though he
were suffering unbearable pain. Ernest goes on to reveal
that he was given first aid and managed to come round.
Why was this medium
(the devil in him) so upset? Why did he have a panic attack?
Why did he faint? Why did he suffer so much?
It was because the others were talking about his enemy, namely Jesus Christ and the Cross.
After this, Ernest had nothing more to do with
“spiritualist séances”. What’s more, he repented and returned to Christ.
Conclusion: Behind mediums and the like, first and foremost there’s Satan. In other words, all these fortune-tellers
and seers are at work for the devil. They blindly do his bidding. (To be continued )
(Source: Confronting the Devil, Magic & the Occult by Archim.
Vassilios Bakoyiannis, Orthodox Book Centre, Athens 2003)
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The glorious Apostle of Christ, Andrew, was the
brother of the holy Apostle Peter, and came from the
village of Bethsaida on the western shore of the Lake
of Gennesaret. Unlike Simon Peter, who married, Andrew chose to remain in his virginity, and lived in
Simon Peter’s house. The two brothers earned their
living as fishermen and kept all the ordinances of the
law blamelessly. When St John the Baptist went about
Judea and the Jordan valley proclaiming his message
of repentance, Andrew left everything that held him in
the world, and hastened to join him as a disciple.
Some days after he had baptised Jesus, John the
Baptist was conversing with Andrew and his other disciple John the Theologian, when the Lord passed by
John the Baptist looked at Him and said to his disciples: behold, the Lamb of God! (John 1:35) At this
word of their master, which indicated to them the One
of whom God had appointed him the Forerunner, Andrew and John followed Jesus to find out more about
Him. Jesus turned towards them and said: What do
you seek? - ‘Rabbi”, they answered respectfully,
‘where are you staying?’ - Come and see, said Jesus.
So they accompanied him to the place where he was
living like a stranger and sojourner, and plied Him with
questions for the rest of the day. They did not realize
then that He was the Saviour and the Son of God, nor
was it even in their minds to become his disciples , yet
they felt drawn to Him more than they could say.
From their conversation with Him, Andrew was
convinced that Jesus was the Messiah, the Saviour of
the world, whom his people had awaited for so many
centuries. Unable to contain his joy, he hurried home
and told his brother Simon: We have found the Messiah (John 1:41), and then he brought him to Jesus.
Being the first to recognize Christ and to announce
Him to Peter-who would become the leader of the Apostolic choir-St Andrew is given the title of First-called.
From then on, Andrew followed the Saviour wherever he went in the towns and villages, deserts and
mountains, that he might drink deep the river of living
water of His words. At Andrew’s intercession, the Lord
multiplied the loaves to provide earthly food for the
Five Thousand (John 6). It was to Andrew that the
Apostle Philip turned when some Greeks asked to see
Jesus. Andrew had an especial love for Philip who,
like him, came from Bethsaida, and Philip knew that
Andrew’s communication with the Master was on a

more familiar footing than his own (John 12:20). The
witnesses of the most sublime revelations of the divinity of the Lord Jesus were Peter, James and John, the
first in rank of the Apostolic choir, followed by St Andrew-not that he exercised authority over the rest of
disciples, but he had a kind of precedence.
St Andrew witnessed all that came to pass in Jerusalem at the time of the Life-giving Passion of the
Lord, and was present with the others at the appearances of the Saviour after his Resurrection. He received the fullness of the Grace of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost, and he was allotted to preach the Gospel
around the Black Sea coast (in Bithynia and Thrace),
and in Greece. Faithful to the exhortation of the Lord,
he took with him no purse, nor bag, nor staff (Matt.
10:10) and went out into the highways to proclaim the
good news of Salvation. He faced perils and tribulations without number, illnesses, dangers from robbers,
mistreatment from Jews and pagans, and every kind
of privation; but the Holy Spirit accompanied him
wherever he went, spoke by his mouth, worked miracles and healings, gave him patience and joy in his
trials. And this indwelling power of God drew multitudes to the faith, whose minds were illumined by his
preaching. He brought souls to second birth through
the laver of holy Baptism; he ordained priests and
consecrated bishops at their head, built churches and
organised the praise of God within them.
He went first to Amisus in Pontus on the southern
shore of the Black Sea, where he converted a large
number of Jews, and healed all kinds of disease by
the power of God. Proceeding along the coast to Trebizond, he preached the word as far as the region of
Lazica in the Caucasus before returning to Jerusalem
for Easter. From there he set out for Ephesus with St
John the Theologian and spent some time evangelising the western parts of Asia Minor. Making his way
up the coast to the Propontis, he spread the word in
the cities of Nicaea, Nicomedia, Chalcedon, Heraclea
Pontica and Amastris. Constantly challenged by fanatical supporters of pagan cults and by sophists with
beguiling arguments, St Andrew covered both parties
with confusion by his wisdom and miracles. On reaching Sinope, he delivered the Apostle Matthias from
chains by his prayer, and was set upon by the infuriated pagans. Covered in blows, he was thrown to the
ground, and he even had a finger bitten off. Like his
Master, the Lamb of God, who came on earth to suffer
and to take away the sins of the world, Andrew sought
neither to flee nor to defend himself, but bore everything with patience. Seeing his steadfastness, forbearance and the many miracles that he did, the people of
(Continued on page 9)
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Sinope repented, asked his forgiveness and received
holy Baptism.
After he had established a bishop and priests at
Sinope, Andrew returned to the cities of the Propontis
which he had already evangelised, in order to confirm
them in the faith. Going East again, he refuted the pagan sophists in the cities of Neocaesarea and Samosata, and then made his way once more to Jerusalem
for the council, at which the Apostles decided how pagans were to be received into the Church (Acts 15).
After the feast of
Easter, Andrew went
with
Matthias
and
Thaddeus as far as the
borders of Mesopotamia, where he left them
in order to preach the
Good News in the barbarous lands to the
north of the Black Sea
(now the Crimea and
Southern Ukraine). After that he returned to
the West, illumined the
hearts of the people of
the small town of
Byzantium in Thrace by
his preaching, and
founded a Church dedicated to the Mother of
God. Leaving Stachys,
one of the Seventy (31
Oct), as bishop there,
the indefatigable Apostle
journeyed
on
through
Thrace,
Macedonia
and The Martydom of St Andrew
Thessaly and as far
as the city of Patras in the Peloponnese.
At Patras Andrew healed Maximilla, the Proconsul’s wife, of an incurable illness, and so brought her to
the faith. The other inhabitants of Patras also shared in
the blessings he brought with him, and there was soon
a large community of Christians in the city. During the
absence of the Proconsul Aegeates, St Andrew converted his brother and deputy, Stratocles. On his return,
Aegeates was enraged to observe the gains made by
the Christians even in his own household, and he had
the Apostle arrested. In prison Andrew continued
preaching, and he ordained Stratocles as Bishop of
Patras. Some days later the Apostle was summarily
condemned to be crucified head downwards. How joyful
he was to imitate Christ even in the way he was to die
for Him! After restraining the friends who wanted to procure his freedom, Andrew blessed his faithful for the
last time and gave up his soul to God. Aegeates died a
violent death soon after, as punishment for his iniquity,
and his wealth was distributed to the poor by Stratocles,
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who built the cathedral church over the place of the
Apostle’s martyrdom.
Many years later, on 3 March 357, the precious
relics of the Apostle were brought from Patras to Constantinople by St Artemius at the command of the Emperor Constantius, the son of St Constantine. They
were placed with those of St Luke and St Thaddeus in
the new Church of the Holy Apostles. Five hundred
years later, they came back to Patras, sent by the Emperor Basil I the Macedonian (867-86). In 1460, on the
eve of the Turkish invasion of the Peloponnese, Thomas Palaelogus, the
Despot of Morea,
presented them to
Pius II, Pope of
Rome. The skull of
the Apostle was finally returned to
Patras on 26 September 1964, to the
great joy of the faithful.
According to a Slav
tradition, St Andrew’s
mission extended as
far as Russia, which
would give the Russian Church a distant apostolic origin
identical to that of
Constantinople
(Byzantium). At all
events, the Russian
Church certainly belongs to the branch
that goes back to St
Andrew, since after
The First Called of the Apostles its conversion Russia depended for
many centuries on the Patriarchate of Constantinople.
In the Western tradition, St Andrew is especially
venerated as the patron of Scotland. St Rule, a native
of Patras, is said to have brought a part of the precious relics of the Apostle to Scotland in obedience to
a vision. He founded a church in Fife at the place now
called St Andrews, which became a centre of evangelisation and pilgrimage. In the Middle Ages, there were
more than eight hundred churches in Scotland dedicated to the First-called of the Apostles.
(Source:The Synaxarion:The Lives of the Saints of the Orthodox Church
by Hieromonk Makarios of Simonos Petra, translated from the French
by Christopher Hookway Vol. 2, Ormylia (Chalkidike) 1999)
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Sayings and Stories of the Holy Fathers
of Mount Athos
On patience during trials and on struggling

Early in His ministry Jesus revealed the way to enter
God’s eternal kingdom. We must be “born again” (John 3:3),
a birth from above brought about by water and the Spirit.
In His conversation with Nicodemus, Christ states:
“Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter
the kingdom of God” (John 3:5). From the beginning the
Church has recognised “water” to be the waters of baptism,
“the Spirit” to be the Holy Spirit. Therefore, the new birth is
being joined to Christ in the water of baptism, and receiving
the Holy Spirit through anointing or “chrismation.”
Salvation, then, is more than forgiveness of sins, more
than a mental acceptance of Christ and His teachings. For
in salvation we are given union with God through Christ, a
right and full-relationship with the Holy Trinity, and the restoration of our full humanity. All these things are accomplished
through the Incarnation, the union of God and man in the
Person of Jesus Christ. Salvation, then, is founded upon a
substantial union of the believer with Christ in His full humanity, a flesh-to-flesh relationship. Paul likens it to the joining of husband and wife (Eph. 5:23-32).
Throughout their letters the apostles remind us that the new birth is necessary for salvation. We die to sin; then,
buried with Christ and risen with Him,
we are united to Christ and to His body,
the Church. We are cleansed, justified
and sanctified—all in baptism, “the
washing of regeneration and renewing
of the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5). Without
our repentance and faith, however, immersion in water would be of no effect.
Some Christians bypass baptism
and stress only faith. Why is the mystery of the water necessary? Because
just as Christ actually died on a cross,
was buried, and rose again—all through
His faith and God’s grace—so we must
be actually immersed in the sacramental waters of baptism, made effectual
through our faith and God’s grace.
The basic form of baptism is simple. The person to be
born again, joined to Christ, is immersed in the water three
times in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19). One first-century document
teaches, “If you do not have running water, use whatever is
available. And if you cannot do it in cold water, use warm.
But if you have neither, pour water on the head three
times—in the name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit” (The
Teaching of the Twelve Apostles [The Didache], 7:1-3).
In the new birth, a
true mystery takes place.
For in the sacrament of
baptism, we die, going
down into the water to be
mystically united to Christ
in His death, and we live
again, rising up out of the
water in His resurrected
humanity. In short, we are
born again.

A young monk once went to
Elder Zosimas of Karoulia and said:
"Elder, I am faced with a temptation."
"My child," he replied, "temptations
are everywhere. When eating there
is temptation, even when sleeping
there is temptation. Remember what
is said in the Gerontikon: 'Take away
temptations and no-one is saved'." In
this way the struggling monk was
consoled.
"Patience must be acquired, it
cannot be bought," an ascetic used
to say.

"Geronda, I have been on the Holy Mountain for so many
years and have not seen any visions nor been enlightened
by God," said the Russian priestmonk Sophronios (founder
of the holy Monastery of St. John the Baptist in Essex, England and who wrote the biography of St. Silouan) to Elder
Joachim.
Elder Joachim replied to him:
"Who grants you the patience
to stay on the Holy Mountain,
and especially on the treacherous Karoulia, if not God?
Could you have stayed without the Grace of God? Do not
ask for a greater miracle than
this, and do not wish for a
higher gift, either."

An elder said:
"You must always be prepared when you sail. Even if
you see that the sea is calm,
you must be prepared to confront a storm of temptations
and tribulations. Many times tribulations are intended to
bring us to a better spiritual state. Besides, the mysteries of
God are unexplorable within any trial.
In Great Lavra lived a monk named Tarasios-calm,
peaceful, and blessed. They told me that no matter how he
was treated, he would remain unperturbed (not due to indifference but due to virtue). And even if they were to wring
him out, so to speak, like 'a mop' to test his patience, he
would, in no wise, be disturbed.
(Source: An Athonite Gerontikon by Priestmonk
Ioannikios Kotsonis, Holy Monastery Of St Gregory Palamas
Koufalia Thessaloniki 2003)

(Source: The Orthodox Study
Bible, Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nashville, Tennessee 1997)
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From
the Old
Testament - The Psalms

Psalm Two (2)
THE BEGOTTEN ONE
WHY do the nations rage,
And the people plot a vain thing?
The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers take counsel together,
Against the LORD and against
His Anointed, saying,
“Let us break Their bonds in pieces
And cast away Their cords from us.”
He who sits in the heavens shall laugh;
The LORD shall hold them in derision.
Then He shall speak to them in
His wrath, And distress them in His
deep displeasure: “Yet I have set My
King On My holy hill of Zion.”
“I will declare the decree: The LORD
has said to Me, ‘You are my Son,
Today I have begotten You.
Ask of Me, and I will give You
The nations for Your inheritance,
And the ends of the earth for Your
possession. You shall break them with
a rod of iron; You shall dash them to
pieces like a potter’s vessel.’ ”
Now therefore, be wise, O kings; Be instructed, you
judges of the earth. Serve the LORD with fear,
And rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest He be
angry, And you perish in your way, When His wrath is
kindled but a little. Blessed are all those who put their
trust in Him.

[This is a messianic psalm, containing a collection of
prophesies about Jesus Christ, centered around the
fact that the Son is the Lord (Heb. Yahweh). Consequently, it is no surprise that we find it used in the
Christmas Eve and Good Friday services. On Christmas Eve this is the psalm used in the refrain (called the
prokeimenon or gradual) before the Epistle is read in
the Vesperal (evening)
Liturgy. On Good Friday, the entire psalm
is sung in the First
Hour prayers. The
theme of the psalm is
the Anointed One entering into history. We
read of the eternal
generation of the Son
from the Father before
all time (v. 7; quoted in
the NT, Heb. 1:5; 5:5).
Interestingly, St Paul
quotes v. 7 as referring
also to the Resurrection (Acts 13:32, 33). ]
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When you are tempted to compromise
When you are unjustly criticised
When you are lacking in joy
When you are being tested
When you need encouragement
If you doubt the Scriptures
When you are lonely
When you mourn
When you need God’s forgiveness
When you are tempted to miss Church
When you are worried
When you are sad
Before you go to confession
When you are depressed
When you need God’s protection
When you need strength
When enemies come against you
When there is a shortage of money
When you are deeply troubled
When you feel insignificant
When you wonder about life’s meaning
In times of anxiety
If you are tempted to disobey God
When you need God’s mercy
When you are discouraged
When you have the opportunity to
serve God
When a loved one dies
When you need God’s guidance
Before leaving on a journey
When you contemplate marriage
To find a litany of prayer
If God seems far away
Before retiring for the night
If you want to complain to God
When you want to give praise to God

Psalm 1:1-7
Psalm 3:1-4
Psalm 5:11,12
Psalm 10:5-7
Psalm 17:6-8
Psalm 19:7-11
Psalm 23:1-6
Psalm 30:10-12
Psalm 32:1-5
Psalm 34:1-10
Psalm 37:1-8
Psalm 43:3-5
Psalm 51:1-19
Psalm 57:6-11
Psalm 61:1-8
Psalm 62:5-8
Psalm 70:1-5
Psalm 72:12-19
Psalm 77:1-15
Psalm 84:5-12
Psalm 90:10-17
Psalm 94:16-19
Psalm 95:6-11
Psalm 103:1-14
Psalm 109:21-31
Psalm 112:1-10
Psalm 116:1-19
Psalm 119:9-16
Psalm 121:1-18
Psalm 127:1-5
Psalm 136:1-26
Psalm 139:1-18
Psalm 141:1-10
Psalm 142:1-7
Psalm 150:1-6

(Source: The Orthodox Study Bible, Thomas Nelson
Publishers, Nashville, Tennessee 1997)
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SUNDAY

SUNDAY

(Christmas Eve)

BEFORE
CHRISTMAS

24

CHRISTMAS
CAROLS AT
FESTIVAL HALL:
6.00—8.00 p.m.

OF THE HOLY
FOREFATHERS OF
CHRIST

17

THE BIRTH

OF OUR LORD
JESUS CHRIST
(CHRISTMAS DAY—
Fast Ends)

25

18

VESPERS FOR ST
SPYRIDON AT THE
PRESENTATION OF
OUR LORD, COBURG

11

THE GREAT MARTYR

10TH

4

OF LUKE

ST. BARBARA

Mon

14TH SUNDAY

SUNDAY OF LUKE

10

3

SUNDAY

BEFORE
EPIPHANY

VESPERS: ST
VASSILIOS,
BRUNSWICK

31

Sun

ST. SPYRIDON

26

19

THE HOLY
THEOTOKOS
(Boxing Day)

SYNAXIS OF

BISHOP OF
TRMYTHOUS THE
MIRACLE-WORKER

12

(No fasting)

ST STEPHEN THE

ST IGNATIUS

FIRST MARTYR AND
ARCDEACON

27

20

Choir—Rehearsals for
Christmas Carols,
7.30 p.m.

13

Choir—Rehearsals for
Christmas Carols,
7.30 p.m.

ST. NICHOLAS

VESPERS: ST
NICHOLAS
YARRAVILLE

6
BISHOP OF MYRA IN
LYCIA

ST. SAVVA

Wed

THE CONSECRATED

5

Tue

28

21

14

7

Thu

CONCEPTION
OF ST ANNA
MOTHER OF THE
THEOTOKOS

29

22

(No fasting)

30

23

9.00 – 10.00 am

AT GEELONG
MONASTERY,

16

9

2

Sat

ST. ELEFTHERIOS ENGLISH LITURGY

15

8

1

Fri

This monthly (x2) calendar is provided for your information. It aims to give you an insight into the Orthodox
Christian Church year of 2005 and hopes to prove useful and beneficial with its indications. The calendar provides you with a day-by-day outlook of the following pieces of information: 1. The Greater Feast days (†) celebrated in the Orthodox Christian Church. 2. The main fasting and non-fasting periods in the Church and the
strictness of each of these fasts. 3. The schedule of English Divine Liturgies, where these are held and at what
time. 4. Main Vespers Services held at each of our Melbourne, VIC Parishes (commence 7p.m.) 5. Public Holidays and other events held.
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SUNDAY AFTER

THE PUBLICAN

OF LUKE

15TH SUNDAY

EPIPHANY

IN BRISBANE ENDS

]

YOUTH CONFERENCE

[ 9TH NATIONAL

(TRIODION COMMENCES)

& THE PHARISEE

28

21

14

[ BLESSING OF THE
WATERS CEREMONY AT
STATION PIER, PORT
MELBOURNE, 12.30 p.m. ]

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST
AND FORERUNNER

7

Sun

THE

VESPERS: THE THREE
HIERARCHS, CLAYTON

29

22

15

8

CIRCUMSICION OF
OUR LORD
ST BASIL THE GREAT

1

Mon

30

23

16

9

HIERARCHS

THE THREE

VESPERS:
ST ANTHONY,
SUNSHINE

Cutting of the
Vasilopitta at
St Eustathios Church,
South Melbourne,
6.30 p.m.

2

Tue

THE GREAT

ST ANTHONY

(No fasting)

31

24

VESPERS:
ST ATHANASIOS,
SPRINGVALE

17

10

3

Wed

ST ATHANASIOS

ST GREGORY

COMMENCES]

YOUTH CONFERENCE
IN BRISBANE

[9TH NATIONAL

THE THEOLOGIAN

25

& CYRIL PATRIARCHS
OF ALEXANDRIA

18

11

4

Thu
EVE OF EPIPHANY

ST EFTHIMIOS
THE GREAT

TRANSPOSITION

IN BRISBANE

]

[ 9TH NATIONAL
]

YOUTH CONFERENCE

OF THE RELICS OF
ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

27

9.00 – 10.00 am

ENGLISH LITURGY AT
GEELONG
MONASTERY,

20

13

IN BRISBANE

[9TH NATIONAL

(Public Holiday)

EPIPHANY

VESPERS: ST JOHN,
CARLTON

6

Sat

YOUTH CONFERENCE

26

19

AUSTRALIA DAY

(Strict Fasting Day)

12

5

Fri
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The Divine Liturgy and other
Holy Services in English
Programme
Date

for

2007

Location

Time

Saturday

20 January

Geelong Monastery

9.00—10.00 a.m.

Saturday

3 February

Geelong Monastery

9.00—10.00 a.m.

Tuesday

13 February

St Eustathios, South Melbourne

7.30—8.45 p.m.

Saturday

10 March

Geelong Monastery

9.00—10.00 a.m.

Tuesday

13 March

St Eustathios (Great Compline)

7.30—8.30 p.m.

Saturday

21 April

Geelong Monastery

9.00—10.00 a.m.

Tuesday

24 April

St Eustathios, South Melbourne

7.30—8.45 p.m.

Saturday

12 May

Geelong Monastery

9.00—10.00 a.m.

Tuesday

22 May

St Eustathios, South Melbourne

7.30—8.45 p.m.

Saturday

16 June

Geelong Monastery

9.00—10.00 a.m.

Tuesday

26 June

St Eustathios, South Melbourne

7.30—8.45 p.m.

Tuesday

3 July

St Eustathios, South Melbourne

7.30—8.45 p.m.

Saturday

14 July

Geelong Monastery

9.00—10.00 a.m.

Tuesday

7 August

St Eustathios (Paraklisis)

7.30—8.45 p.m.

Saturday

11 August

Geelong Monastery

9.00—10.00 a.m.

Tuesday

4 September

St Eustathios, South Melbourne

7.30—8.45 p.m.

Saturday

15 September

Geelong Monastery

9.00—10.00 a.m.

Saturday

13 October

Geelong Monastery

9.00—10.00 a.m.

Tuesday

16 October

St Eustathios, South Melbourne

7.30—8.45 p.m.

Saturday

10 November

Geelong Monastery

9.00—10.00 a.m.

Tuesday

27 November

St Eustathios, South Melbourne

7.30—8.45 p.m.

Saturday

8 December

Geelong Monastery

9.00—10.00 a.m.

Addresses and Contact Details
Geelong Monastery
Panagia Gorgoepikoos
Cnr Cox and Rollins Rds
Lovely Banks, Geelong
Phone: (03) 5276 1221

St Eustathios Church
221 Dorcas Street
South Melbourne
Phone: (03) 9690 1595

Note: Services at GEELONG MONASTERY are preceded by
Greek/English Matins from 8.00 a.m. and all Services are
Divine Liturgies unless specified otherwise.
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AUSTRALIA
SECOND ARCHDIOCESAN DISTRICT OF VICTORIA AND TASMANIA

The Greek Orthodox

Archdiocese
proudly
presents

the
Annual
Christmas
Carols
on Sunday 17
December 2006
6.00 - 8.00 p.m.

at

FESTIVAL HALL
300 Dudley Street, WEST MELBOURNE

ENTRY IS FREE

For further information telephone: 9696-2488
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SAINT NESTOR IS PUBLISHED
BY THE CENTRAL YOUTH
COMMITTEE OF THE GREEK
ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF
AUSTRALIA — SECOND
ARCHDIOCESAN DISTRICT OF
VICTORIA & TASMANIA

For subscriptions, article
contributions and announcements,
change of address, comments or
queries, contact:
The CYC Secretary
Saint Nestor Magazine
221 Dorcas Street,
South Melbourne, Victoria, 3205

Other Contact Details:
Phone: (03) 9696 2488
Fax: (03) 9696 3583
Email: cyc_secretary@yahoo.com

w e b s i t e:

www.goyouth.org.au

Youth Group Meetings
in Victoria
Ascot Vale: St. Dimitrios

East Malvern: St. Catherine

South Melbourne: St. Eustathios

Tuesday 7.30 p.m. (9375 1119)

Tuesday 7.30 p.m. (9563 6623)

Tuesday 7.30 p.m. (9690 1595)

Brunswick: St. Basil

Fawkner: St.Nektarios

Springvale: St. Athanasios,

Wednesday 6.30 p.m. (9387 7693)

Wednesday 7.00 p.m. (9359 4404)

Saturday 6.00 p.m. (9547 8610)

Clayton: Three Hierarchs

Forest Hill: St Andrew

Templestowe: St. Haralambos

Monday 7.30 p.m. (9544 5706)

Monday 7.30 p.m. (9802 0165)

Tuesday 8.30 p.m. (9846 4066)

Coburg: Presentation of our Lord
Tuesday 7.45 p.m. (9350 5559)
Dandenong: St. Panteleimon
Thursday 7.30 p.m. (9791 8369)

(www.dandenongyouth.com)
East Keilor: Panagia Soumela
Monday 7.00 p.m. (9331 2010)

Northcote: Axion Esti Monastery
Monday 7.30 p.m. (9481 7826)
Oakleigh: Sts. Anargyri,

Thomastown: Transfiguration of the Lord,
Thursday 7.30 p.m. (9465 9907)
Yarraville: St. Nicholas
Tuesday 7.30 p.m. (9687 1513)

Tuesday 7.30 p.m. (9569 6874)
Richmond: Holy Trinity
Thursday 7.30 p.m. (9428 1284)

Icon of Saint Nestor from the Monastery of Stavronikita (Mount Athos) by Theophan the Cretan

