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Key theme of the Presentation:Key theme of the Presentation:

•• It may seem like a Hellenic Nationalistic talk It may seem like a Hellenic Nationalistic talk 
but its notbut its not

•• I do not wish to take away any credit from I do not wish to take away any credit from 
the Greek people of 1940the Greek people of 1940

•• Rather, encourage the recognition of the Rather, encourage the recognition of the 
Protection of Orthodoxy by Protection of Orthodoxy by ΠαναγίαΠαναγία
ΘεοτόκοςΘεοτόκος

www.goyouth.org.au 2 of 60



The The Protection of the Protection of the 
Mother of GodMother of God is one is one 
of the most beloved of the most beloved 
feastfeast days on the days on the 
Orthodox calendarOrthodox calendar. . 
Among the Slavic Among the Slavic 
peoples, peoples, 
commemorated on commemorated on 
October 1October 1. The feast is . The feast is 
celebrated additionally celebrated additionally 
on on October 28October 28 in the in the 
Greek tradition. Greek tradition. 
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This is not a presentation This is not a presentation 
based purely on this based purely on this 
Feast day.Feast day.

Instead itInstead it’’s a presentation s a presentation 
on the on the TheotokosTheotokos’’
consistent protection of consistent protection of 
Orthodoxy.  Sometimes Orthodoxy.  Sometimes 
in unexpected waysin unexpected ways
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When Constantinople fell to the Turks in 1453 When Constantinople fell to the Turks in 1453 
Orthodoxy was already under threat by the West Orthodoxy was already under threat by the West 
(Catholic Church)(Catholic Church)
Surrounded by the Turkish besieging of Surrounded by the Turkish besieging of 
Constantinople, the Orthodox Church asked for Constantinople, the Orthodox Church asked for 
assistance from the Catholic Churchassistance from the Catholic Church
The West could have sent an army to protect The West could have sent an army to protect 
Constantinople and defeat the Turks as they had Constantinople and defeat the Turks as they had 
done with some of the Crusadesdone with some of the Crusades
It was willing to come and help at a very It was willing to come and help at a very 
expensive priceexpensive price
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The pledge of the mass conversion of The pledge of the mass conversion of 
the Orthodox Church to Catholicismthe Orthodox Church to Catholicism

““It would be better to see the turban It would be better to see the turban 
of the Turks in the center of the City of the Turks in the center of the City 
than the Latin than the Latin mitremitre..”” LoukasLoukas NotarasNotaras
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SKEPISKEPI-- ΣκέπηΣκέπη

The Greek word The Greek word SkepiSkepi ((ΣκέπηΣκέπη), has a ), has a 
complex meaning. First of all, it refers to a complex meaning. First of all, it refers to a 
cloak or shroud, but it also means cloak or shroud, but it also means 
protection or intercession. For this reason, protection or intercession. For this reason, 
the name of the feast is variously translated the name of the feast is variously translated 
as the as the Veil of Our LadyVeil of Our Lady, the , the Protecting Protecting 
Veil of the Veil of the TheotokosTheotokos, the , the Protection of Protection of 
the the TheotokosTheotokos, or the , or the Intercession of Intercession of 
the the TheotokosTheotokos. . 

www.goyouth.org.au 8 of 60



MiracleMiracle--Protection of OrthodoxyProtection of Orthodoxy

According to the Russian historian According to the Russian historian 
VasilievVasiliev, on June 18, 860 the , on June 18, 860 the Protection Protection 
of the Theotokos was needed for the  of the Theotokos was needed for the  
people of Constantinople, as the people people of Constantinople, as the people 
in the city were under threat of Pagan in the city were under threat of Pagan 
invasion & forced conversioninvasion & forced conversion
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MiracleMiracle
••A large fleet of the pagan A large fleet of the pagan 
Rus, led by Askole and Rus, led by Askole and 
Dir, was threatening Dir, was threatening 
Constantinople.Constantinople.
••The invading fleet was The invading fleet was 
defeated with the help of defeated with the help of 
the moonthe moon’’s light.s light.
••Strangely, the feast came Strangely, the feast came 
to be considered a very to be considered a very 
important feast by the important feast by the 
Slavic Orthodox Churches Slavic Orthodox Churches 
but not by the Greeks. but not by the Greeks. 
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Revelation 12:1Revelation 12:1

““Now a great sign Now a great sign 
appeared in heaven: a appeared in heaven: a 
woman clothed with the woman clothed with the 
sun, with the moon sun, with the moon 
under her feet, and on under her feet, and on 
her head a garland of her head a garland of 
twelve stars.twelve stars.””
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The Orthodox Church does The Orthodox Church does NOTNOT believe that believe that 
ΠαναγίαΠαναγία is represented as the Moon is represented as the Moon 
(and that Jesus is the sun (and that Jesus is the sun Malachi 4:2Malachi 4:2), ), 
this was a pagan notionthis was a pagan notion
Rather, the Slavic Orthodox Churches Rather, the Slavic Orthodox Churches 
recogniserecognise that it was that it was ΠαναγίαΠαναγία who who 
influenced the moving of the clouds to influenced the moving of the clouds to 
warn the defenders of Constantinoplewarn the defenders of Constantinople

www.goyouth.org.au 13 of 60



ConstantinopleConstantinople

••During the 10During the 10thth century century 
Constantinople was surrounded by Constantinople was surrounded by 
barbariansbarbarians
••Weakened by corruption within the Weakened by corruption within the 
empire and with the soldiers empire and with the soldiers 
refusing to battle (on strike) due to refusing to battle (on strike) due to 
lack of wages the city was virtually lack of wages the city was virtually 
unprotectedunprotected
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The feast day celebrates the appearance of the The feast day celebrates the appearance of the 
Mother of GodMother of God at the Church of at the Church of BlachernaeBlachernae in the in the 
tenth century. tenth century. 
This is the Church where the veil (This is the Church where the veil (maphorionmaphorion) of the ) of the 
Virgin Mary was held.Virgin Mary was held.
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The relics were her robe, veil, and part of her The relics were her robe, veil, and part of her 
belt that had been transferred from Palestine belt that had been transferred from Palestine 
during the fifth centuryduring the fifth century. . 
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There St Andrew There St Andrew 
the Fool, a holy the Fool, a holy 
man, had a vision man, had a vision 
of Mary between of Mary between 
John the Baptist John the Baptist 
and the saints and the saints 
spreading her veil spreading her veil 
over those over those 
present.present.
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THE MIRACLETHE MIRACLE
The The TheotokosTheotokos approached the center of the approached the center of the 
church, knelt down and remained in church, knelt down and remained in prayerprayer for a for a 
long time. Her face was drowned in tears. Then long time. Her face was drowned in tears. Then 
she took her veil (cerement) off and spread it she took her veil (cerement) off and spread it 
over the people as a sign of protection.  After over the people as a sign of protection.  After 
the appearance of the Mother of God, the the appearance of the Mother of God, the 
danger was averted and the city was spared from danger was averted and the city was spared from 
bloodshed and suffering.  bloodshed and suffering.  
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In recent years, the Feast of the Protection In recent years, the Feast of the Protection 
has become associated with thanksgiving for has become associated with thanksgiving for 
the deliverance of the Greek nation from the the deliverance of the Greek nation from the 
Italian invasion of 1940. These events are Italian invasion of 1940. These events are 
commemorated in Greece in a national commemorated in Greece in a national 
holiday known as holiday known as ««ΌχιΌχι»» Day or "No Day," Day or "No Day," 
referring to the response of the Greek leader referring to the response of the Greek leader 
MetaxasMetaxas to Mussolini's ultimatum.to Mussolini's ultimatum.
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In recognition of this, the In recognition of this, the Holy SynodHoly Synod of the of the 
Church of GreeceChurch of Greece elected in 1960 to transfer the elected in 1960 to transfer the 
Feast from October 1 to October 28. The Feast from October 1 to October 28. The 
Ecumenical PatriarchateEcumenical Patriarchate also provides for this also provides for this 
usage in its parishes in Greece and in the Greek usage in its parishes in Greece and in the Greek 
diasporadiaspora, and it is generally observed now , and it is generally observed now 
throughout the Greekthroughout the Greek--speaking world. The speaking world. The 
observance includes the chanting of a observance includes the chanting of a DoxologyDoxology
incorporating hymns recognizing the Protection of incorporating hymns recognizing the Protection of 
the the TheotokosTheotokos over the Greek nation, as well as over the Greek nation, as well as 
the the kontakionkontakion ""O Champion LeaderO Champion Leader." ." 
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Why make a big deal about Why make a big deal about 
something that seems like something that seems like 

just another military just another military 
victory?victory?
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1.  Because Greece should 1.  Because Greece should nevernever have have 
defeated Italy.  Greece was outnumbered, defeated Italy.  Greece was outnumbered, 
outgunned; against all odds the Greek forces outgunned; against all odds the Greek forces 
managed to be successful in smashing the managed to be successful in smashing the 
invading Italian forcesinvading Italian forces
2.  Because if it weren2.  Because if it weren’’t for the protection of t for the protection of 
the Virgin Mary, repeating the miracle of Her the Virgin Mary, repeating the miracle of Her 
Protection, Greece would have fallen to Protection, Greece would have fallen to 
Italian invaders instead of German invaders Italian invaders instead of German invaders 
and a large piece of Orthodoxy could have and a large piece of Orthodoxy could have 
been lost.been lost.
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•• For this reason, the Virgin Mary For this reason, the Virgin Mary 
allowed for the defeat of the Greeks allowed for the defeat of the Greeks 
by the German forces who were by the German forces who were notnot a a 
threat to Orthodoxythreat to Orthodoxy

•• The threat to Orthodoxy came from The threat to Orthodoxy came from 
the invading Italian forces and the the invading Italian forces and the 
successful victories were won against successful victories were won against 
themthem
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••I do not wish to present what may seem as a I do not wish to present what may seem as a 
Greek nationalistic WWII presentationGreek nationalistic WWII presentation
••However I will present some historical However I will present some historical 
information that may at first seem information that may at first seem 
nationalisticnationalistic
••This is being done only to show that the This is being done only to show that the 
achievements of the Greek people during achievements of the Greek people during 
WWII were so great that they were achieved WWII were so great that they were achieved 
not only because of the spirit & courage of not only because of the spirit & courage of 
the Greek people but the Greek people but alsoalso because of the because of the 
Virgin MaryVirgin Mary’’s Protection!s Protection!
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Benito MussoliniBenito Mussolini
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Mussolini & the ChurchMussolini & the Church
Mussolini disliked the power of the Catholic Church and was Mussolini disliked the power of the Catholic Church and was 
himself an atheisthimself an atheist
But he had to foster good relations with the Catholic Church But he had to foster good relations with the Catholic Church 
because, regardless of his because, regardless of his dictatorshipdictatorship, it was such a powerful , it was such a powerful 
institution in Italyinstitution in Italy
Mussolini governed the political side of Italy, the Roman Mussolini governed the political side of Italy, the Roman 
Catholic Church governed the spiritual side. In this sense, Catholic Church governed the spiritual side. In this sense, 
Mussolini could not afford to anger the Roman Catholic Mussolini could not afford to anger the Roman Catholic 
Church as it represented 400 million men all over the world  Church as it represented 400 million men all over the world  
By supporting the Catholic Church, Italians did not have to By supporting the Catholic Church, Italians did not have to 
have divided loyalties. Mussolini worked to get the Roman have divided loyalties. Mussolini worked to get the Roman 
Catholic Church to accept a Fascist state while he planned to Catholic Church to accept a Fascist state while he planned to 
offer the Roman Catholic Church what it wanted.offer the Roman Catholic Church what it wanted.
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Mussolini & the ChurchMussolini & the Church
Mussolini had his children Mussolini had his children baptisedbaptised & he had a religious & he had a religious 
marriage ceremony to his wife (their first marriage in 1915 had marriage ceremony to his wife (their first marriage in 1915 had 
been a civil ceremony)been a civil ceremony)
Mussolini closed down many wine shops, night clubs & made Mussolini closed down many wine shops, night clubs & made 
swearing in public a crimeswearing in public a crime
He pushed the idea that women should stay at home and look He pushed the idea that women should stay at home and look 
after the family while their husbands worked, because this was after the family while their husbands worked, because this was 
an idea pushed by the Roman Catholic Churchan idea pushed by the Roman Catholic Church
Mussolini voiced his disapproval at the use of contraception Mussolini voiced his disapproval at the use of contraception --
an identical stance to the Roman Catholic Church. an identical stance to the Roman Catholic Church. 
Mussolini also wanted divorce banned in ItalyMussolini also wanted divorce banned in Italy
By doing all of this, Mussolini was trying to bring the Roman By doing all of this, Mussolini was trying to bring the Roman 
Catholic Church onto his side to get its support and give Catholic Church onto his side to get its support and give 
added credibility to his government. However, the relationship added credibility to his government. However, the relationship 
was not always harmonious.was not always harmonious.
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Mussolini & the ChurchMussolini & the Church
In particular, Mussolini and the Roman Catholic In particular, Mussolini and the Roman Catholic 
Church clashed over who should control Church clashed over who should control educationeducation. . 
Roman Catholic Church received Roman Catholic Church received ££30 million in 30 million in 
compensation for lost land in 1870compensation for lost land in 1870
The Church was given 109 acres in Rome to create a The Church was given 109 acres in Rome to create a 
new papal state new papal state -- the Vaticanthe Vatican
The pope was allowed a small army, police force, post The pope was allowed a small army, police force, post 
office and rail station office and rail station 
The pope was also given a country retreat called The pope was also given a country retreat called CastelCastel
GandolfoGandolfo..
The Roman Catholic faith was made the official state The Roman Catholic faith was made the official state 
religion religion 
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Mussolini & the ChurchMussolini & the Church

In 1939 Mussolini forced the In 1939 Mussolini forced the 
Albanian Albanian Orthodox ChurchOrthodox Church to to 
accept the authority of the Vatican accept the authority of the Vatican 
in Rome in Rome 
His next step was to conquer His next step was to conquer 
Greece and do the same to the Greece and do the same to the 
Greek Orthodox ChurchGreek Orthodox Church
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ITAYITAY
529,000 men529,000 men
Well equipped WWII Well equipped WWII 
weaponsweapons
13,755 dead,13,755 dead,
50,874 wounded,50,874 wounded,
25,067 missing25,067 missing--believed deadbelieved dead
12,368 incapacitated by 12,368 incapacitated by 
frostbites,frostbites,
ca. 23,000 taken prisonerca. 23,000 taken prisoner

GREECEGREECE
200,000 men200,000 men
Poorly equipped, WWI Poorly equipped, WWI 
weaponsweapons
13,325 dead,13,325 dead,
42,485 wounded,42,485 wounded,
1,237 missing,1,237 missing,
ca. 25,000 incapacitated by ca. 25,000 incapacitated by 
frostbites,frostbites,
2,392 taken prisoner 2,392 taken prisoner 

RESULTRESULT
Greek tactical victory, Greek tactical victory, 

strategic stalemate strategic stalemate 
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Greece, during WWII, was Greece, during WWII, was 
the only country that was the only country that was 

forced to confront the forced to confront the 
armies of four countries armies of four countries 
simultaneously: Albania, simultaneously: Albania, 

Italy, Germany & BulgariaItaly, Germany & Bulgaria
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General & Prime Minister General & Prime Minister 
of Greeceof Greece

IoannisIoannis MetaxasMetaxas

ΙωάννηςΙωάννης ΜεταξάςΜεταξάς
BORN: BORN: April 12April 12, , 18711871

DIED: DIED: January 29January 29, , 19411941
A A GreekGreek generalgeneral and the and the 
Prime Minister of GreecePrime Minister of Greece
during the during the 4th of August 4th of August 
RegimeRegime, from 1936 until , from 1936 until 

his death in 1941.his death in 1941.
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IoannisIoannis MetaxasMetaxas, left, , left, 
architect of the famous architect of the famous 
Greek Greek ««ΌχιΌχι»» against against 
Italian dictator Italian dictator 
MussoliniMussolini, with (left to , with (left to 
right) crown prince right) crown prince Paul Paul 
of Greeceof Greece, King , King George George 
II of GreeceII of Greece, and , and 
General General Alexander Alexander 
PapagosPapagos, at the , at the 
successful Albanian successful Albanian 
Campaign against Campaign against 
invading invading fascistfascist ItalyItaly
during during World War IIWorld War II. . 
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October 28October 28 –– November 13November 13, , 19401940. . 
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November 14November 14, , 19401940 –– March, March, 19411941
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On the 8On the 8thth of March one Greek newspaper published an of March one Greek newspaper published an 
open letter to Hitler which included this famous open letter to Hitler which included this famous 
paragraph : paragraph : 

““Small or great, the free army of the Greeks will Small or great, the free army of the Greeks will 
stand in Thrace as it stood in Epirus. It will fight. It stand in Thrace as it stood in Epirus. It will fight. It 
will die there too. In Thrace it will await the return will die there too. In Thrace it will await the return 
of that runner from Berlin who came five years ago of that runner from Berlin who came five years ago 
and received the light of Olympia, and has changed it and received the light of Olympia, and has changed it 
into a bonfire, to bring death and destruction to a into a bonfire, to bring death and destruction to a 
country small in size but now made great, and which country small in size but now made great, and which 
after teaching the world to live must now teach the after teaching the world to live must now teach the 
world how to die.world how to die.””
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DURATION OF RESISTANCE (in DURATION OF RESISTANCE (in 
days)days)

Greece 219 daysGreece 219 days
Norway 61 daysNorway 61 days
France 43 (a superpower at the time) daysFrance 43 (a superpower at the time) days
Poland 30 daysPoland 30 days
Belgium 18 daysBelgium 18 days
Holland 4 daysHolland 4 days
Yugoslavia 3 daysYugoslavia 3 days
Czechoslovakia 0 Czechoslovakia 0 
Luxemburg 0 Luxemburg 0 
Denmark 0Denmark 0
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SOME FAMOUS SOME FAMOUS 
QUOTES ABOUT QUOTES ABOUT 

THE GREEKS THE GREEKS 
DURING WWIIDURING WWII
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““For the sake of For the sake of 
historical truth I must historical truth I must 
verify that only the verify that only the 
Greeks, of all the Greeks, of all the 
adversaries who adversaries who 
confronted us, fought with confronted us, fought with 
bold courage and highest bold courage and highest 
disregard of deathdisregard of death……""

Adolph Hitler (From speech he Adolph Hitler (From speech he 
delivered to Reichstag on the 4delivered to Reichstag on the 4thth

of May 1941) of May 1941) 
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A German officer of the air force declared to the commander A German officer of the air force declared to the commander 
of the Eastern Macedonia division group, Lieutenant General of the Eastern Macedonia division group, Lieutenant General 
DedesDedes, that the Greek Army was the first army on which the , that the Greek Army was the first army on which the 
German German StukaStuka fighter planes did not cause panic.  He said:fighter planes did not cause panic.  He said:

"Your soldiers, instead of fleeing "Your soldiers, instead of fleeing 
frantically, as they did in France and frantically, as they did in France and 
Poland, were shooting at us from their Poland, were shooting at us from their 
positions."positions."
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"The word heroism I am afraid "The word heroism I am afraid 
does not render the least of does not render the least of 
those acts of selfthose acts of self--sacrifice of the sacrifice of the 
Greeks, which were the defining Greeks, which were the defining 
factor in the victorious outcome factor in the victorious outcome 
of the common struggle of the of the common struggle of the 
nations, during WWII, for the nations, during WWII, for the 
human freedom and dignity. If human freedom and dignity. If 
it were not for the bravery of the it were not for the bravery of the 
Greeks and their courage, the Greeks and their courage, the 
outcome of WW II would be outcome of WW II would be 
undetermined."undetermined."

Winston ChurchillWinston Churchill
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““Until now we used Until now we used 
to say that the to say that the 
Greeks fight like Greeks fight like 
heroes. Now we heroes. Now we 
shall say: The heroes shall say: The heroes 
fight like Greeks."fight like Greeks."

Winston ChurchillWinston Churchill
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"It would not be an exaggeration to "It would not be an exaggeration to 
say that Greece upset the plans of say that Greece upset the plans of 
Germany in their entirety forcing her Germany in their entirety forcing her 
to postpone the attack on Russia for to postpone the attack on Russia for 
six weeks. We wonder what would six weeks. We wonder what would 
have been Soviet Union's position have been Soviet Union's position 
without Greece." without Greece." 

Sir Harold Sir Harold LeofricLeofric George Alexander George Alexander 
(British Field Marshal during WWII (British Field Marshal during WWII --
Paraphrased from a speech of his to Paraphrased from a speech of his to 
the British parliament on 28 October the British parliament on 28 October 
1941) 1941) 
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"Regardless of what the future "Regardless of what the future 
historians shall say, what we can historians shall say, what we can 
say now, is that Greece gave say now, is that Greece gave 
Mussolini an unforgettable Mussolini an unforgettable 
lesson, that she was the motive lesson, that she was the motive 
for the revolution in Yugoslavia, for the revolution in Yugoslavia, 
that she held the Germans in the that she held the Germans in the 
mainland and in Crete for six mainland and in Crete for six 
weeks, that she upset the weeks, that she upset the 
chronological order of all chronological order of all 
German High Command's German High Command's 
plans and thus brought a general plans and thus brought a general 
reversal of the entire course of the reversal of the entire course of the 
war and we won."war and we won."
Sir Robert Sir Robert AntonyAntony EdenEden--Minister of War, Minister of War, 
Britain 1940Britain 1940--1945, Prime Minister of Britain 1945, Prime Minister of Britain 
19551955--19571957
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"I am sorry because I "I am sorry because I 
am getting old and I am getting old and I 
shall not live long to shall not live long to 
thank the Greek thank the Greek 
People, whose People, whose 
resistance decided resistance decided 
WW II."WW II."
Joseph Stalin (on the 31st of Joseph Stalin (on the 31st of 
January 1943 after the victory January 1943 after the victory 
of Stalingrad). of Stalingrad). 
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"If the Russian people "If the Russian people 
managed to raise managed to raise 
resistance at the doors of resistance at the doors of 
Moscow to halt and Moscow to halt and 
reverse the German reverse the German 
torrent, they owe it to the torrent, they owe it to the 
Greek People, who Greek People, who 
delayed the German delayed the German 
divisionsdivisions……" " 
GeorgyGeorgy ConstantinovichConstantinovich
ZhoukovZhoukov Field Marshal of the Field Marshal of the 
Soviet Army Soviet Army 
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"You fought unarmed "You fought unarmed 
and won, small against and won, small against 
big. We owe you big. We owe you 
gratitude, because you gratitude, because you 
gave us time to defend gave us time to defend 
ourselves. As Russians ourselves. As Russians 
and as people we and as people we 
thank you." thank you." 

Moscow, Radio Station Moscow, Radio Station 
When Hitler attacked When Hitler attacked 
the U.S.S.R. the U.S.S.R. 
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"I am unable to give "I am unable to give 
the proper breadth of the proper breadth of 
gratitude I feel for the gratitude I feel for the 
heroic resistance of heroic resistance of 
the People and the the People and the 
leaders of Greece."leaders of Greece."
Charles de Gaulle (From a speech Charles de Gaulle (From a speech 
to the French Parliament after to the French Parliament after 
WWII). WWII). 
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In an official notice released to coincide with In an official notice released to coincide with 
the Greek national celebration of the Day of the Greek national celebration of the Day of 
Independence (25 March), De Gaulle Independence (25 March), De Gaulle 
expressed his admiration for the heroic expressed his admiration for the heroic 
Greek resistance:Greek resistance:

““In the name of the captured yet In the name of the captured yet 
still alive French people, France still alive French people, France 
wants to send her greetings to the wants to send her greetings to the 
Greek people who are fighting for Greek people who are fighting for 
their freedom. The 25th of their freedom. The 25th of 
March, 1941 finds Greece in the March, 1941 finds Greece in the 
peak of their heroic struggle and peak of their heroic struggle and 
in the top of their glory. Since the in the top of their glory. Since the 
battle of Salamisbattle of Salamis, Greece had not , Greece had not 
achieved the greatness and the achieved the greatness and the 
glory which today holds.glory which today holds.””
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"Greece is the symbol "Greece is the symbol 
of the tortured, bloodied of the tortured, bloodied 
but live Europe. Never but live Europe. Never 
a defeat was so a defeat was so 
honorable for those who honorable for those who 
suffered it."suffered it."
Maurice Schumann Minister of the Maurice Schumann Minister of the 
exterior of France 1969exterior of France 1969-- 1973 (From 1973 (From 
his speech to the enslaved peoples of his speech to the enslaved peoples of 
Europe on 28 April 1941, the day Hitler Europe on 28 April 1941, the day Hitler 
occupied Athens after a 6occupied Athens after a 6--month war month war 
against Mussolini and six weeks against against Mussolini and six weeks against 
Hitler). Hitler). 
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"The war with "The war with 
Greece proved Greece proved 
that nothing is that nothing is 
firm in the firm in the 
military and that military and that 
surprises always surprises always 
await us." await us." 
Benito Mussolini (From a Benito Mussolini (From a 
speech he delivered on speech he delivered on 
May 10May 10thth 1941 1941 
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"On the 28th of October 1940 "On the 28th of October 1940 
Greece was given a deadline of three Greece was given a deadline of three 
hours to decide on war or peace but hours to decide on war or peace but 
even if  three days or three weeks or even if  three days or three weeks or 
three years were given, the response three years were given, the response 
would have been the same. The would have been the same. The 
Greeks taught dignity throughout Greeks taught dignity throughout 
the centuries. When the entire world the centuries. When the entire world 
had lost all hope, the Greek people had lost all hope, the Greek people 
dared to question the invincibility of dared to question the invincibility of 
the German monster raising against the German monster raising against 
it the proud spirit of freedom." it the proud spirit of freedom." 

Franklin D Roosevelt, US President Franklin D Roosevelt, US President 
1933 1933 -- 1945 1945 
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““The heroic struggle of the The heroic struggle of the 
Greek people... Against Greek people... Against 
Germany 's attack, after Germany 's attack, after 
she so thunderously defeated she so thunderously defeated 
the Italians in their the Italians in their 
attempt to invade the attempt to invade the 
Greek soil, filled the hearts Greek soil, filled the hearts 
of the American people of the American people 
with enthusiasm and moved with enthusiasm and moved 
their compassion.their compassion.””
Franklin D Roosevelt, US Franklin D Roosevelt, US 
President 1933 President 1933 -- 1945 1945 
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On 10 April 1941, after the Greek capitulation to Germany, On 10 April 1941, after the Greek capitulation to Germany, 
the northern forts of Greece surrendered. The Germans the northern forts of Greece surrendered. The Germans 
expressed their admirations to Greek soldiers, declared that expressed their admirations to Greek soldiers, declared that 
they were honored and proud to have as their adversary such they were honored and proud to have as their adversary such 
an Army and requested that the Greek commandant inspect an Army and requested that the Greek commandant inspect 
the German army in a demonstration of honor and the German army in a demonstration of honor and 
recognition! The German flag was raised only recognition! The German flag was raised only afterafter the the 
complete withdrawal of the Greek Army complete withdrawal of the Greek Army 
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Greek success during Greek success during 
WWII is not just an WWII is not just an 
ethnic celebration.  It is ethnic celebration.  It is 
also a religious also a religious 
celebration.  It was not celebration.  It was not 
only the awesome only the awesome 
bravery and resistance of bravery and resistance of 
the Greek people, but the Greek people, but 
also the Protection of also the Protection of 
the Virgin Mary which the Virgin Mary which 
ensured the survival of ensured the survival of 
the Greek Orthodox the Greek Orthodox 
Church.Church.
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